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M1emoriat
To memorialize Justice Paul Sand is, in a way, to memorialize
North Dakota and its people. He was a product of a small town and
of pioneer parents who struggled as did the others of their day and
as we do today with the vagaries of our climate and economy.
Although his parents were not affluent, Paul sought his education
at the University of North Dakota and, when he was elected to the
Supreme Court, he was one of a relatively small number of Justices
who, to that time, were both native North Dakotans and graduates
of its Law School. Some of' Paul's favorite stories involved his
student experiences at the University of North Dakota and the
financial difficulties which he and others endured during that time
and which they later wore proudly as a badge of their stamina and a
symbol of their initiative.
A flamboyant memorial thus would not be fitting for Justice
Sand. It is suflicient to note that his life was not without its
flamboyance but it was found in the roses he grew and loved and it
occasionally surfaced in his bow ties and a canary yellow suit with
which, on a languid summer day, we might once a season be
dazzled. Nor was he given to flamboyance in his professional life;
rather, adjectives such as reliable, dedicated, and sincere are more
apt. Although there may be those who would consider such
qualities dull, for my part they are the substance which remains
long after the more fanciful exploits disappear. For me there were
many years of learning from Paul and love, devotion, and respect
for "the law." His quiet and thoughtful approach to a legal
problem was something I tried to emulate but which always seemed
to escape me in the heat of the discussion.
It was endurance and patience which were Justice Sand's
strengths in the last months of his life. Although we were aware of
his failing health, few of us were fully aware of' the burden he
carried as he pursued the role of' a Justice of' the Supreme Court;
yet, at the time of his death, Justice Sand was as current as any of
the live Justices and had sketched the outlines of' those opinions
which he had not yet completed.
Paul was steadfast in his dedication to the State and its
citizens. He firmly believed that we have within this State the
resources to resolve any dilemma and to shape our own destiny.
"Outside" consultants are not needed! Although Paul might have
considered some problems less important than others, there were
no unimportant people. An individual, regardless of his station,
was entitled to the highest respect. Justice Sand was a good and
faithful servant; those who would seed a career in public
employment and those who must select career employees would do
well to use his life of public service as a model.
I am immeasurably richer for my relationship with Justice
Sand. I mourn the death of'a teacher, friend, and confidant.
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